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Appendix E3 
 
Before-Reading Vocabulary Tips 

• Choose only two or three vocabulary words to introduce for a new book. If there are too 
many new vocabulary words, this probably means the book is “too hard” for your child. 
It is fine if a book has no new vocabulary words to introduce. 

• When you read the book before previewing it with your child, look for words that your 
child has “heard” (receptive vocabulary) but might not use in his/her daily language 
(active vocabulary). These are the new words you can introduce. 

• When your child is doing the “Picture Walk,” introduce the new vocabulary word after 
your child talks about that particular page. For example, let’s say the new word is 
“ratified” and you know it comes up on page 5. See if your child talks about the picture 
on page 5 and uses the word “ratified” on his/her own. If your child uses the word on 
his/her own, just affirm by saying, “That is an example of how to use the word 
'ratified'!” However, if it does not come up on your child’s picture walk, after he/she 
talks about page 5, point out the word to your child. Say, “You are going to be reading 
about the word ‘ratified’ on this page. Ratifying something means to make it official, 
which was important in the time of women gaining the right to vote. What are some 
other ways governments ratify ideas?” Do not dwell on the meaning or discuss it for too 
long. If needed, just give a simple explanation of the meaning. 

• After the discussion, point to the new word and underline it with your finger while 
saying the word out loud. Ask your child to do the same. 


